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Ben Washburn, formally of Rene County, Kansas, came to Morton County from 
Hutchinson, Kansas on 28 Apr 1913.  Mr. Larabee accompanied him on the trip.  They 
came by automobile, that was a very early make and it took several days to make the 
trip.  Today it would take just a few hours.  They did not have the good roads that we 
have today.  They arrived in what is now the present city of Elkhart, Kansas, rather 
late in the afternoon and pitched camp on the place they chose as their lot for 
business buildings.  The Star Lumber Company built their office there and today it 
remains at the same place.  Mr. Washburn and Mr. Larabee were cooking supper, 
when one of the agents for the Santa Fe Land and Improvement Company saw their 
fire and called upon them.  They were in charge of organizing the city and selling lots 
to the people.  So… before the agent had left, the men had bought three lots on which 
the Star Lumber Company built their buildings and yards.            

 
Mr. Washburn said that the year he went to Elkhart, Kansas, was a very hard one.  

His fellow partner in the lumber company had returned to his home and left him there 

to run the business.  There were not many people in the country at that time and the 

few that were there, were scattered.  The weather was very dry and it never rained, 

therefore there were very little crops raised that year.  “There wasn’t enough raised to 

feed a goose the way he should be fed.  I would walk out on the street and there would 

not be a soul in sight.  Gee… how I was blue, and was beginning to wish that I had not 

spent my money to buy part interest in the lumber company.  However, the next year 

was quite different, as the rains started coming and good crops were grown.  With the 

good crops and rains, came the people.  They came from everywhere to Elkhart.”   

Ben Washburn became the city Mayor after the city incorporated in the spring of 

1914.  His City Council consisted of five members who were as follows:  Dick Straton 

(a hardware man), Billy Blackburn, Leyar Hogan (who now resides in Moscow, 

Kansas), Alvie Pesey (who still lives in Elkhart) and Harry Roberts (also living in 

Elkhart).  The Mayor, Mr. Washburn, and the Councilmen, met in the office of the Star 

Lumber Company and made the first city ordinance.  They made additional city laws 

at different times.  They met in Mr. Washburn’s office until they had a regular place to 

meet.                

The first city well was put in shortly after the city was incorporated.  Since the city was 

new and hadn’t yet set up any taxes, there was no money in the city treasury to pay 

for the digging of the well.  The Councilmen and Mayor mad an agreement that Dick 

Straton, one of the councilment would furnish the pipe which costed fifty cents per 

foot, and the others would dig up the money needed out of their own pockets.  There 

was a man North of the Cimarron River who had a well drilling machine.     

“It might as well have been a 600 post hole-digger as far as efficiency was concerned.”  

The driller started on the well in the spring and finished it in the early fall, it was one  

hundred and forty-six feet deep.  This well, run by the power of the wind, furnished 

the water supply for the next three years, but as the population of the city grew, more 



water was needed and the wind could not pump enough.  In 1915, when an electric 

power system was installed, an electric pump engine was also installed and the 

windmill was torn down.  The city of Elkhart owned and operated the light and water 

system for several years and then made the mistake of selling out to the Kansas City 

Power and Light Company in 1930.     

The School district Number 3 was organized in the year of 1913, and school was held 

in the old Methodist Church building.  It was the first church in Elkhart.  The present 

grade school building was built in the year of 1914, and school has been held in the 

same building ever since.  The high school building was erected in 1925.  It is on a 

twenty acre tract of land in the Northwest corner of town (Elkhart), and cost $65,000 

to build and paid for improvements around the schoolyard.         

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The first depot in Elkhart was a very small building typical of the small town depots.  

The Santa Fe Railroad erected the depot before the city was incorporated.  It was     

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The city of Elkhart has tried to get the county seat moved from Richfield, Kansas, but 

without avail.  However, there are three of the county officials residing and having 

offices in Elkhart.  They are the County Doctor, the County Attorney, and the County 

Sheriff.   

Elkhart, Kansas has had a few outstanding people in its young history.  One of them 

is Willard Maberry, who was a private secretary to the former Governor of Kansas, Alf 

Landon for about four years.  Glen Cunningham was another of the wee-known people 

of Kansas.  He known all over the world because he has been the champion mile 

runner of the world.  In 1923, Coach Potts of Elkhart High School had a football team 

that was never defeated and the opposing team very seldom scored when they were 

playing against Elkhart.    

 



Elkhart, Kansas, a city of 900 to 1000 inhabitants has three hotels, three grocery 

stores, two drug stores, two dry good and clothing stores, one women’s and one man’s 

ready to wear shops, two hardware stores, one picture show, two lumber companies, 

two recreation halls, eight service stations, four garages, four elevators, one flour mill, 

three barber shops, two beauty shops, five restaurants, one blacksmith, two machine 

shops, a variety store, one bakery, one tire shop, two shoe shops, one cleaners, a 

dance hall, a radio shop, a jeweler shop, seven churches, a hospital, one dentist, three 

medical doctors, one mortuary, one ice plant, one green house, and a real estate 

dealer.    

 


